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Lirttember ~Eohenzollern

. Befouxsilirtteherg was divided between the French and the Americans,
“ 6 Vegneh entablished & State Secretariat in THbingen, originally
‘s a wvpanch of the main administration in Stuttgart. Relations
between the new branch and the headquarters office became increas-
ingly sleek,howevar, and the T#bingen Secretariat developed into
r:rat an Independent administration sand then, fter the
perilamentary elections in the summer of 1947, into the Lend
#orerrment of French-cccupied Vlrttemberg-Hohenzollern, with about

*“} i.. million inhsbltants.
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2. | Mltlough the diffleulties caused by the forced serzration from
Stut:gart were great, the lilrttemberg-Hohenzollern ggvernment
“ulekly succeeded in establishing a well-organized adminlistration
a1 1n winning the respect of the French occupation euthorities.
The prineipal cause of thils success is the guality of tge higher-
ievel :Iministrative personnel, most of whom ceme from Stuttgart
tud wery well qualified for thelr wo rk. Fany experienged R
vdministrative offielals whom Americen severity tevercs their pelitdes,
tickgroun:. forced out of the Stuttgart government,went to Tiibingen,
» :ere the Vreneh controlling authorities showed & nore lenient
fhtitude. .

from the

nielligence to the

ne United States.

eview Date: 2008

18 Cctober

CONFIDENTIAL in accordan

This document is hereb
letter of

Director c¢f Ce
Archivist

“he most outstanding example of such cases is K-prl Schmid,
I"nlster of Justice and Land leader of SPD. American authorities
cinsidered him compromised by acting as Kriegsverwaltungsrat in
LIlle during the German occupation, but he was appointed head of
tis Llrttemberg Ministry of Education when the Frerch occupied
Suittgart. Schnld moved to THbingen with the French to hea§ the
Stite Secretariat there and promptly established gcod relations
wilh the French authorities and thé Land governor, lidmer. A
Juwiist who tneeislized in stute law and a former Landgeyichtsratg
Sehsid from the beginning insisted on arranging Ufirttemberg-
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Hohenzollcern state affrirs on & solid legal basis.

* Corment: Sexmid is tie stronpgest personality in the government
snd one o ‘e most talented Germen officlals in any mne. Fe has an

excellent intellectual snd educationsl background and hes proved an
satstanding sdninistrator, in spito of his dislike for bursaucratic .
routine and his personal vanity. He 1s the strongest advocate for the
rsunification of the French and Americen-occupied sectors of Llirttem-
berg. Because of his exceptional abilities and his often provocative
cih.uracter, he 18 not very populag with his colleagues, sven though
they acknowledge his capabllity.
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4. Another jurist who played a prominent recle in building up the adminis-
tpation of 'Urttemderg-Hchenzollern is Renner, MNMinister of Interior,
a Sociaml Derocrat. He 1s popular with the Land because of his honesty
and straiphitforwardness and the exerplary conduct of his work. Although
1:18 relations with the French are very pood, he is not considered a
sycophant.

+. binder, the former Finarce l'inister, was a highly quelified financial
2xvert who wee dlsmlssed from his position because his originally
rood rolations with the French deteriorated to the point wtere he had
to lenve.

3. 'Vilderrmth, the rinister of Economy, a member of the Dermocratic Party,
14 alrost as influential in the povernment as Schmid becesuse of his
administrative capabilities. As a peneral during the war, he signed
thie capitulation of Le Havre. He 1s on pood terms with the French and
enjoys tlhielr support, but he is not reproached with being a "yes-man." ’

7. Ir addition to these top-level functioraries, there are & number of
inwer-ranking adninistrators who contributed greatly to crecting an
afticlent povernment. Since the inauguration of parllamentary
daroeracy in lay 1947, however, tl.ere has been some depreciation of
the quality of government, not because (f the new system but primarily
because the CDU has taken advantage of its absolute majority to change
a2 number of satisfactorily functioning administretive personnel for
party followers who do not come up to the stendards of their predecessors.

State President Bock is sccused of appeointing to state positions
& number of' persouns whose principal qualificatlion is their loyalty to
e 1ABa

qeomment: A typical example is Dr. Fiethammer, wro wss appointed
prasident of the State Court in spite of much opposition. Bock is a
hide~bound and inflexible Swablian who was formerly an unimportant
lawyer. CIU is also accused of overerphasizing Cathollc Influence 1n

the administration. )

£. Two CDU functionaries who have shown no outstanding features are
Minister for Social Affairs Wirschingen, formerly an official of the
Crhristian Trade Unions, and l'inister of Agriculture Velss.

Baden

g. 'The situation in Baden presents a very different plecture, since from
the beginiing this Land was less opposed to separation fron its
northern sector (included in the Amorican 7one). Indeed, 1t shows
some separatist tendencles, coBcentrated in "awvay from Stuttgart®
slopgans and keeping Freiburg as the permanent capital of Baden. There
are also aspirations towards a close relationship to Frence and such

* aeparatist organizations as the Alemanischer Bund,

1C. Mo outstanding personality appeared in ihe early lLand Beden government,
for State President Viohleb, who was first appointed by the Frencli and
thsn reelected in the summer of 1947, 1s only a s¢cond-rate administrator.
A teacher by profession, te has shown no particularly political
initiative, and his cabinet and much of his staff are composed of
gimilar personalities. He 1s a nember of CIU. !any Baceners consider
him too subservient to the French. In consequence, the Baden adminis~
tration 1s less efficlent than that of 'Hrttemberpg-Fohenzollern, the
governnent apparatus more inert and less rescurceful. This is
reflected in such elements as the food situation, which is fifty percent
worse than in Ullrttembers~Hohenzollewn.
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Lacking an orderly legal foundation for government such es that of
tviirttomberg~Hohenzollern, Baden has suffered from inequalities and
pressure. A primary example 1ls the denazlflcatlon situation, which
becane & political instrument in the hands of KPD. The first
denazification commissioner appointed by Governor Péne was State
Councilor Eckert, who is also the Land Baden leader of KPD. Com-
plaints from business pgroups and from CDU indicate that the
denazlfilcation administretion was penetrated by Communists and used
as an anti-capltalist wespon. It 1a stated that the Communists
have employed denazificatlion for carrying out an unofficisl land
reform, dispossessing farmers without trial or hearing, although
their Nazl implication was only thet of fellow-traveler &t most. As
a result of these mccusations, Administrator Ceneral Laffon decided
on an investipation of denazification proceedings ard the annulment
of sone sentences.

_COxmnent: Governor Péne of Baden is a hard-bolled Corrmumist
who has surrounded himself with a staff of officials in sympathy
with the Corrunist rovement. They have undoubtedly provided some
suprort, although surreptitious and not directly provable, }n pro-

Cormrmunist activities such as the denazification management.
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